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Follow the international 
campaign against corruption 
on these websites:

actagainstcorruption.org

facebook.com/AgainstCorruptionToday

www.flickr.com/photos/unodc

International Anti-Corruption Day 
(9 December)

December 9 is International Anti-Corruption Day,
as designated by the General Assembly. This 
day presents an annual opportunity to raise
awareness around the world about the effects of 
corruption and ways to fight it, as well as to join
in and work with the United Nations to tackle this
crime. 

UNODC and UNDP have joined forces in the 
international campaign against corruption to
commemorate 9 December around the world 
by organizing events and activities around the
international day, actively engaging local media
and informing communities.
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UNDP tackles corruption
in its efforts to reduce
poverty, achieve sus-
tainable development
and help countries
reach the MDGs.
Reaching these eight
goals and ensuring a
better future for the
most vulnerable people
on the planet will
depend largely on how
well developing coun-
tries are governed, and

on how efficient and equitable they are in
generating, allocating and managing their
resources. With this in mind, UNDP helps to
strengthen the capacity of governance institu-
tions so that they work more effectively and,
working closely with its partners, offers assis-
tance and advice to developing countries on how
to tackle corruption. UNDP focuses on strength-
ening the role of the media and civil society to
mobilize citizens to participate in public affairs.

The United Nations Convention
against Corruption

The United Nations Convention against
Corruption is the first global legally binding
anti-corruption instrument. It entered into
force on 14 December 2005. Covering the
most important facets of anti-corruption work,
namely prevention, criminalization, interna-
tional cooperation and asset recovery, the
Convention has been ratified by more than
two thirds of the 192 Member States of the
United Nations to date. It offers a unifying 
set of global obligations and guidelines on
anti-corruption. Based on these, countries
look to United Nations entities, in particular
UNDP and UNODC, for technical support. 
This support includes providing advice on
establishing and strengthening national anti-
corruption institutions, developing strategies
and laws to curb and prevent corruption, and
implementing programmes that address
major systemic causes of corruption. 

Corruption is a serious crime that weakens 
societies. Corruption:

• Hinders social and economic development
and increases poverty by diverting domes-
tic and foreign investment away from
where it is most needed;

• Weakens education and health systems,
depriving people of the basic building
blocks of a decent life;

• Undermines democracy by distorting elec-
toral processes and undermining govern-
ment institutions, which can lead to political
instability;

• Exacerbates inequality and injustice by 
perverting the rule of law and punishing
victims of crime through corrupt rulings.

Fighting corruption is a global concern because
corruption is found in both rich and poor coun-
tries, though evidence shows that it hurts poor

people disproportionately. Corruption hinders
efforts to achieve the internationally agreed
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), under-
mines democracy and the rule of law, leads to
violations of human rights, distorts markets,
erodes quality of life and allows organized crime,
terrorism and other threats to human security to
flourish. It contributes to instability, poverty and is
a dominant factor driving fragile countries
towards state failure.

Governments, the private sector, non-govern-
mental organizations, the media and citizens
around the world are joining forces to fight this
crime. The United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) and the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) are at the
forefront of these efforts. 

UNODC is the guardian of the only global legally
binding anti-corruption instrument, the United
Nations Convention against Corruption. This 
comprehensive instrument to prevent and fight
corruption has been ratified by more than two
thirds of the 192 States Members of the United
Nations since its entry into force in 2005. 

The Convention is important because now, 
all national, regional and multinational anti-
corruption efforts have a single set of obligations
and guidelines on anti-corruption. Its power will
only be realized, however, if it is rigorously
implemented. UNODC, as guardian of the
Convention, provides technical assistance to
States parties and signatories by helping them
ensure judicial integrity, improve legislation,
share good practices and develop strategies to
fight corruption effectively. 

... democracy

... justice

... public health

... education ... environment

... development

ACT against corruption

People often think that corruption is “just a way of
life”, but every society, sector and individual would
benefit from saying “NO” to this crime. Here 
are some examples of how you can say “NO” to
corruption: 

• Ratify and enact the United Nations
Convention against Corruption. Countries
that successfully attack corruption are far
more legitimate in the eyes of their citizens,
creating stability and trust.

• Know what the Convention requires of 
your Government and its officials. Rooting
out corruption allows social and economic
development.

• Educate the public about the Government’s
responsibility to be corruption-free. Equal
and fair justice for all is crucial to a country’s
stability and growth. It also helps to effec-
tively fight crime.

• Raise awareness among the public, the
media and Governments about the costs of
corruption for key services such as health
and education. All of society benefits from
functioning basic services.

• Educate the youth of your country about
what ethical behaviour is, what corruption 
is and how to fight it, and encourage 
them to demand their right to education.
Ensuring that future generations of citizens
are brought up to expect corruption-free
countries is one of the best tools to ensure a
brighter future.

• Report incidents of corruption. Create an
environment where the rule of law prevails.

• Refuse to participate in any activities that are
not legal and transparent. Increase both
domestic and foreign investment. Everyone
is more willing to invest in countries when
they see that funds are not being siphoned
off into the pockets of corrupt officials.

• Foster economic stability by enforcing zero-
tolerance practices towards corruption. 
A transparent and open business community
is the cornerstone of any strong democracy.
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